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Eligibility
Does my organization need to be located in a rural area to be eligible for a grant?  No, your organization can be located in a rural, suburban, or urban area.  However, 100 percent of the work that you do with project funds must be on behalf of rural residents and businesses.
Can Federal funds be used as “other contributions?” Yes, Federal funds, such as grants and loans, can be used.  However, please note that to receive points, these other sources of funds must be documented, or verified in a reasonable way.  Simply stating that the funds exist in the application is insufficient.  Instead, there should be a signed letter, award document, or other official document to verify the source of funds exists.
Can in-kind funds be used as “other contributions?”  No, only cash will be counted as other contributions.

Is there a maximum indirect cost rate?  No, as long as your indirect cost rate has been approved by a cognizant agency, we will accept it.  If you do not have an approved rate, you will need to go through a justification and approval process if you are awarded a grant.

Application Process
How does Executive Order 12372 apply to my State?  Executive Order (EO) 12372, or "Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs," requires state government review of Federal funding applications and awards to ensure that the Federal funding does not conflict with State objectives.  While a State can opt out of this process, most have chosen to participate.  To find out if your State participates in Intergovernmental Review and to find your State Point of Contact (SPOC), please visit the following website:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_spoc/.  If your State participates in Intergovernmental Review, you must submit a copy of your application to the SPOC and note that on the SF-424 form under Item #15a.  To view the text of the EO, please visit the following website:  http://www.fws.gov/policy/library/rgeo12372.pdf. 
How competitive is the RBOG program? The program is very competitive, although the number of applications and awards does change significantly from year to year.  On average, we expect to fund between 10 and 30 percent of applications received.
How can I make sure my application is competitive? The best way to make sure your application is competitive is to provide complete information for all of the evaluation criteria, including quantitative data and statistics.  Also, proposed projects that are located in priority communities will score higher.  Priority communities are those that are experiencing trauma due to natural disasters or are undertaking or completing fundamental structural changes, have remained persistently poor, or have experienced long-term population decline or job deterioration.  Finally, demonstrating that more than 25 percent of the project funds are contributed from other sources will significantly improve your application’s score.
If I am submitting an application for a project that will cover multiple states, where should I send my application?  If you are submitting your application in paper form, you should send it to the Rural Development State office where the majority of your project will be located.  If you are submitting your application through Grants.gov, we will route your application to the correct state.

