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January 20, 2012

TO: State Directors, Rural Development

ATTN: Business Programs Directors
Energy Coordinators

SUBJECT:  Section 9007, Rural Energy for America Program
Technical Review Guidance for Fiscal Year 2012

The purpose of this Unnumbered Letter (UL) is to provide guidance for processing technical
reviews for Rural Energy for America Program, Renewable Energy Systems and Energy
Efficiency Improvements loan and grant applications for Fiscal Year (FY) 2012.

Loan, grant, and combination applications for projects using the following technologies will be
reviewed for technical merit and scored by the State Office. However, the National Renewable
Energy Laboratory (NREL) will be available to provide technical reviews on projects where the
State determines further technical expertise is needed to complete the technical review or the
technology is new with limited data available. The following technologies will be reviewed by
the State Office:

Wind (Large and Small)

Solar (Large and Small)

Biomass (ethanol, biodiesel, and solid fuel production)

Biomass boilers which are commercially available and use feedstock(s) that have a proven
history in the boiler, and total project costs less than $200,000

e Geothermal (Direct Use)

e Flexible Fuel Pumps

e Energy Efficiency projects

Loan, grant, and combination applications for projects using the following technologies will be
submitted to NREL for technical review and scoring. A complete copy of the application must
be forwarded for all NREL reviews by April 30, 2012,

e Geothermal Electric Generation

e Hydrogen

e Hydro-power, including hydro-electric and ocean energy

e Biomass technologies not listed above
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All anaerobic digester projects will be submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
AQSTAR for technical review and scoring by April 30, 2012.

State Offices will also perform the technical review of projects using a hybrid of technologies
that are all assigned in this UL for review by the State. If one or more of the technologies
require NREL review, NREL will review the technical reports.

Fillable excel documents for FY 2012 technical reviews have been posted to SharePoint. The
total technical review score must be entered into the Guaranteed Loan System. Further, cover
memorandums with contact information for submitting technical reviews to NREL or EPA are
attached. These memorandums are also posted on SharePoint.

To access the technical review templates and cover memorandums on SharePoint:

1. Go to the Energy Division SharePoint site, Shared Documents, located at:
https://rd.sc.egov.usda.gov/teamrd/BP/energy/Shared%20Documents/Forms/Allltems.aspx.

2. Access the “Rural Energy for America Program — RES — EEI” folder.

3. Access the “2012” folder.

4. Technical review templates and cover memorandums are posted in the “2012” folder.

If you have questions, please contact the Energy Division at (202) 720-1400.

JUDITH A. CANALES
Administrator
Business and Cooperative Programs

Attachments

Exhibit A — NREL Cover Memo for Submitting Technical Reviews
Exhibit B — EPA AgSTAR Cover Memo for Submitting Technical Reviews



Exhibit A
NREL Cover Memo for Submitting Technical Reviews

Rural Energy for America Program
Section 9007

Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements
NREL Technical Review

TO: National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Attn: David Peterson, RSF/B406-04
16253 Denver West Parkway
Golden, CO 80401-3305
(303) 275-3615
David.Peterson@nrel.gov

FROM:

ADDRESS:

E-MAIL:

PHONE #:

APPLICANT:

TECHNOLOGY:

FINANCE TYPE:

COMMENTS:
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Rural Energy for America Program
Section 9007

Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements
EPA AgSTAR Technical Review

TO: Kurt Roos
Environmental Protection Agency, AQSTAR
1310 L Street, NW.
Room 829
Washington, DC 20005

Please contact Kurt via e-mail rather than phone.
roos.kurt@epa.gov

FROM:

ADDRESS:

E-MAIL:

PHONE #:

APPLICANT:

TECHNOLOGY:

FINANCE TYPE:

COMMENTS:




Exhibit B
EPA AgSTAR Cover Memo for Submitting Technical Reviews
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For technical reviews submitted to EPA AgSTAR, please forward the following information:

(1) Technical report

(2) Feasibility Study

(3) Farm description, including animal population, waste handling, collection, and management
(4) Ensure the above documents include:

Timelines

Energy production estimates

GHG gas credits

Utility rate and interconnection agreements

Other wastes and delivery agreements that may be part of the project
Projected project economics from all waste sources

Project costs, financing arrangements, and requested amount from USDA
Project developer(s) and relevant experience

Equipment providers

Guarantees and warranties

Regulatory compliance and permitting

Operator training and post start-up support

Operating plan for the system, such as farm owner, third party, or other operating
arrangements

Project closing process



