
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix V – Draft EIS/Public Meeting Newspaper Notices and Public Meeting 
Materials 
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Top
Notchmen
Sat., Dec. 17

1:00 to 5:00 PM

Food For Purchase
at Mill Road

Banquet Center
(Old Curling Club)

Galesville, WI

715-538-1458
36333 Main St.
Whitehall, WI

Therapeutic Massage L.L.C.

Wendy S. Marsolek

By Appointment Only.

Gift Certifi cates Available! 
Makes a Great Christmas Gift!

(Gift Certifi cates available at Pank Chiropractic.)

Licensed Massage 
Therapist
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FEDERAL PUBLIC MEETINGS SCHEDULED
PROPOSED HAMPTON-ROCHESTER-LA CROSSE TRANSMISSION LINE EIS

USDA RUS, as lead agency, announces the availability of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) for the proposed project and will hold public meetings at various locations in the project area from 
January 9-13, 2012. The alternative routes evaluated in the Draft EIS are in the map as shown below. 
Please refer to the legal/classifi ed section of this paper for more information regarding public meetings.

Rezoning request sparks debate
at Galesville city council meeting

by Terry Thompson,
TCT Staff Writer

 The Galesville city coun-
cil Thursday again expe-
rienced fireworks over a 
couple of agenda items. 
 First to spark fi reworks 
was the debate over the city 
plan commission’s Nov. 15 
recommendation to deny 
Maxine Bothe’s request 
to rezone her 16811 South 
Main Street property. Bothe 
had requested a rezone of 
the Galesville laundromat 
building from commercial 
to multiple residential in 
order to rent out apartments 
there. 
 Bothe’s attorney, Bernar-
do Cueto of the Fehr Law 
Offi ce in Onalaska, spoke 
to the council at length on 
Bothe’s behalf, citing the 
monetary advantages to the 
city having the former laun-
dromat building made into 
apartments. He said Bothe 
tried unsuccessfully to sell 
the building as a business.
 Cueto tried refuting the 
commission’s objection to 
spot zoning and presented 
graphs showing the increase 
in unemployment since 
2006. “Galesville should en-
courage property owners to 
convert boarded up buildings 
into something productive,” 
he said.
 Ronald Sackett, carpen-
ter, stepped forward with 
a multiple-page laundro-
mat building remodeling 
plan and Alderwoman Ann 
Seago said, “Aren’t you 
the gentleman who was so 
rude at the plan commission 
meeting?” Sackett agitatedly 

responded, “What’s that got 
to do with anything?”
 It was established that 
plans and estimates for the 
remodel project have been 
completed but no work has 
begun. Bothe said she has the 
right-of-way for the planned 
parking area.
 Alderman Vince Howe, 
saying he was testing the 
waters, made a motion to 
approve the rezoning. The 
motion died for lack of a 
second after Seago said the 
city’s smart growth plan 
recommends no spot zoning 
and that two business owners 
had told her they were not in 
favor of the rezone. A motion 
to deny the rezone passed 
unanimously.
 Rezone denial set the stage 
for fireworks on another 
agenda item. Seago proposed 
that council members’ wages 
be increased from $2,200 to 
$5,000 annually, saying that 
they put in a lot of time, have 
a lot of travel expenses and 
no one else wants their job.
 Alderman Robert Duell-
man expressed surprise, 
saying that was more than 
a 100-percent increase. 
Richard Sacia, a former al-
derman, expressed disdain, 
saying the council had just 
cut employee benefi ts.
 City Public Works Direc-
tor Todd Peterson clarifi ed 
that the council had given 
them a raise but also required 
that they pay more for their 
insurance. Sacia said to 
Seago, “Sure, you want to 
double your salary and you 
cut employee benefi ts and 
blame Walker.”

 Bothe addressed the coun-
cil saying, “You just turned 
down income at the laundro-
mat and you talk about the 
economy and then you ask 
to raise your own salary.” 
That topic was tabled.
 The council acknowl-
edged a letter from John 
Staats of the Southern Trem-
pealeau County Solid Waste 
Commission reporting 2011 
disbursement of earnings 
from their revenue share 
program to municipalities 
in these amounts: Galesville, 
$7,400; Melrose, $2,505; vil-
lage of Trempealeau, $7,765; 
Gale, $8,515; Caledonia, 
$4,620; town of Trem-
pealeau, $8,835; Dodge, 
$1,960. Total disbursements, 
$41,600.
 In other business, the 
council denied Rob Trop-
ple’s request to reduce his six 
water/sewer accounts for his 
Galesville businesses to one 
account. In other business, 
the council approved: 
 • Mayor Terry Collins’ 
recommendation that Mike 
Happel  fi ll the vacancy left 
by Lucas Teska as Ward Two 
alderman.
 • a certifi cate of substantial 
completion and fi nal payment 
of $43,782.11 to Winona 
Mechanical, Inc., for the lift 
station #2 replacement and 
sanitary sewer force main 
project.
 • these 2012-2013 election 
inspectors: Marilyn Ander-
son, Ray Anderson, Patricia 
Cox, Kay Evenson, Don 
Frisby, Tim Galewski, Marion 
Gibbons-Sobotta, John Graf, 
Lois Graf, Lynn Guse, Mary 
McKeeth, Jean Pearson, 
Esther Peterson, Diane Poss, 
Donna Portner, Donna Sims 
and Robert Tuttle.
 • the milldam failure analy-
sis and hydraulic shadow 
map contained in the 2005 
Dam Hazard Assessment as 
required by the Department 
of Natural Resources.
 • the 2012 tax increment 
fi nancing budget.
 • cutting down of two 
large pine trees at 17391 N. 
Main St. by Pete Tabbert for 
$3,800.

 Ettrick Elementary Christmas program
 Ettrick Elementary School students in kindergarten through third-grade presented 
their Christmas program last week Monday at the Ettrick Community Center. The 
evening included a presentation of the musical “The Littlest Christmas Tree,” plus 
“A Tribute to Charles Schulz.”  (TCT photograph by Terry Thompson)

Scouts learn about animal 
care at La Crosse college
 A troop of Times’-area 
Girl Scouts learned about 
animal care Thursday, during 
a visit to Globe University-
La Crosse.
 Girl Scout Troop 4170 
was hosted by Globe’s vet-
erinary technology clinical 
skills class that evening. 
The fi fth-grade girls from 
the Gale-Ettrick-Trem-
pealeau school district 
learned about emergency 
care for pets, what foods 
are poisonous to animals, 
and dentistry for cats and 
dogs. They also learned 
about the veterinary techni-
cian profession, in addition 
to seeing Globe students 
demonstrate radi ography, 

bandaging and orthope-
dics.
 “Through this service 
learning project, the Scouts 
will understand what a vet-
erinary technician does and 
they’ll learn how to care 
for their own pets,” said 
Joan McDonah, veterinary 
tech nician Instructor. “By 
teaching the Scouts the 
information they learned 
in the classroom, the Globe 
vet tech students will rein-
force their knowledge from 
the clinical skills class. 
This is a terrifi c way to ap-
ply the knowledge they’re 
learning in the classroom 
and pre sent great informa-
tion to the scouts.”

 The field trip helped 
the Scouts learn about the 
roles of the people who 
live in their communities, 
according to one of their 
troop leaders. “One of the 
focuses of the Junior Scouts 
is for them to evaluate the 
roles people play in their 
community,” Dr. Christina 
O’Neill said, adding that 
the fi eld trip helped the stu-
dents understand the role a 
vet tech plays in caring for 
animals. The Scouts also 
learned how they can assess 
the dental health of their 
pets, how to apply bandages 
and what food to keep out 
of reach of their pets, the 
Troop 4170 leader added.
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Dairyland Power Cooperative may request financial assistance from the USDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS) for
its share in the construction of a proposed 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line and associated infrastructure between
Hampton, Minnesota and the La Crosse area in Wisconsin.  Dairyland is participating in the proposed project with a
number of other utilities. The purpose of the project is to: (1) improve community reliability of the transmission system
in Rochester, La Crosse, and the surrounding areas, which include areas served by Dairyland; (2) improve the regional
reliability of the transmission system; and (3) increase generation outlet capacitreliability of the transmission system; and (3) increase generation outlet capacity. Given that the provision of funding is
considered a federal action, it is thus subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and RUS is required 
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  Federal actions are also subject to Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act.  RUS is the lead agency for both NEPA and Section 106 review.  As such, RUS will coordinate
compliance with Section 106 and its implementing regulations with steps taken to meet NEPA requirements, as shown
in the chart beloin the chart below.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) are
participating in the EIS as cooperating agencies.

The purpose of the EIS is to consider alternatives to the proposed project and also to assess its environmental impacts.
Adverse impacts of the proposed project are primarily those on visual, biological, wetlands and socioeconomic resources.
The EIS identifies measures to minimize these impacts.

   

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/UWP-CapX2020-Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse.html
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If you would like to take this form with you, please mail by January 30, 2012 to the address 
on the back of this form.  Fold the form in thirds so the address appears on the outside, 
staple or tape closed, add a stamp and mail. 
 
Or email your comments to Stephanie.strength@wdc.usda.gov 
 
Information and updates can be found on the following web site: 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/UWP-CapX2020-Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse.html 
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 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

Optional:  Name: ______________________________________________  

 Address: ____________________________________________  

Comments/Questions 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development 

Rural Utilities Service 
Public Meetings 

January 9 to 13, 2012: Cannon Falls, Wanamingo and Plainview, Minnesota and 
Alma and Galesville Wisconsin 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse  
345 kV Transmission System Improvement Project 

mailto:Stephanie.strength@wdc.usda.gov


 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie A. Strength 
USDA, Rural Development, Utilities Programs 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Mail Stop 1570, Room 2244 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1570 
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